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From master storyteller and historian H. W. Brands, twice a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, comes the

riveting story of how President Harry Truman and General Douglas MacArthur squared off to decide

America's future in the aftermath of World War II. At the height of the Korean War, President Harry

S. Truman committed a gaffe that sent shock waves around the world. When asked by a reporter

about the possible use of atomic weapons in response to China's entry into the war, Truman replied

testily, "The military commander in the field will have charge of the use of the weapons, as he

always has." This suggested that General Douglas MacArthur, the willful, fearless, and highly

decorated commander of the American and U.N. forces, had his finger on the nuclear trigger. A

correction quickly followed, but the damage was done; two visions for America's path forward were

clearly in opposition, and one man would have to make way.Â Â Â Â  Truman was one of the most

unpopular presidents in American history. Heir to a struggling economy, a ruined Europe, and

increasing tension with the Soviet Union, on no issue was the path ahead clear and easy. General

MacArthur, by contrast, was incredibly popular, as untouchable as any officer has ever been in

America. The lessons he drew from World War II were absolute: appeasement leads to disaster and

a showdown with the communists was inevitable--the sooner the better. In the nuclear era, when the

Soviets, too, had the bomb, the specter of a catastrophic third World War lurked menacingly close

on the horizon.Â Â Â Â  The contest of wills between these two titanic characters unfolds against the

turbulent backdrop of a faraway war and terrors conjured at home by Joseph McCarthy. From the

drama of Stalin's blockade of West Berlin to the daring landing of MacArthur's forces at Inchon to

the shocking entrance of China into the war, The General and the President vividly evokes the

making of a new American era.
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The death of Franklin Roosevelt as World War Two entered its final stages thrust a little known

Vice-President onto the world stage. Coarse where Roosevelt was refined, usually described by a

skeptical press as a "failed haberdasher" and known for building a political career with the help of

the Kansas City Democratic machine led by corrupt party boss Tom Pendergast (and later

sarcastically hailed as "the senator from Pendergast"), little was expected from a Truman

presidency as he assumed office with the war still raging on two fronts. Some of the most

momentous decisions of the twentieth century were forced upon this unprepossessing man with a

reputation for plain speaking and salty language. But history has a habit of producing great leaders

during difficult days (not much was expected from President Abraham Lincoln either during equally

dangerous times a century earlier).General Douglas MacArthur (like Lincoln's general George B.

McClellan) was glamorous, willful, egotistical, a darling of the press and feverishly ambitious with

political aspirations that were vast. Once described by an angry Roosevelt as "the most dangerous

man in America", there was little that MacArthur needed to do in order to find and monopolize the

spotlight. During their tense personal meetings, MacArthur's disrespect for Truman was galling. Yet

somehow the notoriously feisty president managed to hold his temper when dealing with the

general.
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